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NORTHEAST ENERGY EFFICIENCY PARTNERSHIPS
“Accelerating Energy Efficiency”

MISSION
Accelerate the efficient use of energy in the Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic Regionsand Mid Atlantic Regions

APPROACH
Overcome barriers to efficiency through 

Collaboration, Education & Advocacy

VISION
Transform the way we think about Transform the way we think about 
and use energy in the world around us.   
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OVERVIEW BUILDING ENERGY RATING OVERVIEW –BUILDING ENERGY RATING 

• What is it?
• How applied
• Where in play 
• Who benefitsWho benefits
• Case study 
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LABELS / RATINGS



THE CHALLENGE 

• Existing buildings account for 40% of energy and Existing buildings account for 40% of energy and 
CO2 emissions

• Most EE programs focus on new construction and 
natural replacement opportunities

Di i fi f l d– Discretionary retrofits often neglected

• Market barriers to EE retrofits are strongMarket barriers to EE retrofits are strong
– Sales and rental markets fail to value energy efficiency

– Split incentives



AN ‘ENERGY GUIDE’ FOR BUILDINGSAN ENERGY GUIDE  FOR BUILDINGS



INGREDIENTS INGREDIENTS 

• Enabling legislation g g
• Rating system
• Rating system Rating system 

management 
• Trigger points gge  po ts 
• Data collection and 

registryg y
• Enforcement 
• Rater infrastructure Rater infrastructure 
• Phase in strategy
• Link to incentive Link to incentive 

programs 



SYNERGIES POLICY TOOLS SYNERGIES – POLICY TOOLS 

Maximize Energy Savings 
• Building codes

– Encourages 
compliance 

– Facilitates 
enforcement 

V l  R fi  • Voluntary Retrofit 
Programs

U  i ti   – Use existing programs 
• Financing 



TYPE OF RATING 

OPERATIONAL 

Most promising, most complex.

RATING
(actual performance)

(rating scale)

Require limited tools/infrastructure.
Provide least valuable information.

Audit 
Results

ASSET
RATING 

(modeled performance)

Energy 
Usage 

Intensity

Energy 
Feature 
Checklist

Normalized 
Energy 
Usage

Annual
Energy 
Bills

(rating scale)(Btu/yr)($/yr) (Btu/ft2) (list)

(var. metrics)

Complexity / Robustness



DISCLOSURE DISCLOSURE 

• Triggered
– Sale or lease  

• Scheduled 
– Ongoing 
– Energy use 



EXAMPLESEXAMPLES



WHO BENEFITSWHO BENEFITS

P t  O• Property Owners
• Buyers and Renters

C i l B ildi• Commercial Buildings
• Energy Auditors 
• Contractors
• Developers 
• Realtors
• Energy Service 

Companies (ESCOS)
• Utilities 
• Financial lenders



DOING WELL BY DOING GOODDOING WELL BY DOING GOOD
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BARRIERS BARRIERS 



OBSTACLES

• Split incentives (landlord/tenant)
• Tenant turnover
• Lack of information/understanding
• Discounting energy savings
• Financing  

t i  d • metrics used 

Opportunity: 
E i i  b ildi  fiExisting buildings retrofits
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CASE STUDY
CITY OF SEATTLE BUILDING ENERGY BENCHMARKING AND REPORTING CITY OF SEATTLE BUILDING ENERGY BENCHMARKING AND REPORTING 
ORDINANCE

Enacted: January 2010 ,  Implementation: 2011-2013

• Mission: to make green building standard practice in Seattle 
• Support the Green Building Capital Initiative goal to reduce energy 

consumption p
• Applies to: 

• Public buildings > 10,000 sq.ft.
P i t  id ti l b ildi  50 000 ft• Private non-residential buildings> 50,000 sq.ft.,

• Multifamily buildings > 5 units

• 3 components
• Benchmarking  
• DisclosureDisclosure
• Reporting

• Analysis shows that building retrofits inspired 
b thi di l ill t 150 j b• by this ordinance alone will create 150 new jobs.
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KEYS TO SUCCESS KEYS TO SUCCESS 

• Trusted Rating System

• Clear Messagingg g

• Strong Enforcement

• Timely (early) Disclosure

• Link to ActionLink to Action

What do you want to seeWhat do you want to see….



RESOURCESRESOURCES

City of Seattle 
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/GreenBuilding/OurProgram/Energ

yBenchmarkingDisclosure/Overview/

IMT / B ildi  R tiIMT / Building Rating.org
http://www.buildingrating.org/
http://www buildingrating org/Building Energy Transparency Ihttp://www.buildingrating.org/Building_Energy_Transparency_I

mplementation_Report

Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP)
http://neep.org/
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THANK YOU

Carolyn Sarno Carolyn Sarno 
Senior Program Manager

High Performance BuildingsHigh Performance Buildings
csarno@neep.org

Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships

91 Hartwell Avenue  Lexington, MA 02421 
P: 781.860.9177 x 119

www.neep.org
November 1, 2011


